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—  oOo— 

Mayte  you  know  a  "busier  month  than  Septemher  for  any  homemaker,  "but  I'm 
sure  I_  don't.    Seems  to  me  this  is  a  month  just  chuck  full  of  jo'bs,  one  right 
after  another — fall  sewing  for  the  family,  starting  the  youngsters  in  school, 
canning,  preserving  and  pickling  and  finally  getting  the  house  ready  for  ?anter. 

This  is  the  month  to  do  all  the  little  things  that  will  make  home 
comfortahle  during  the  cold  weather.    First,  this  matter  of  warmth.    Uo  house 
is  comfortahle  unless  it's  warm  enough  in  winter. 

Of  course,  the  proper  time  to  look  after  the  heating  system,  the 

furnace,  chiriEiey  and  so  on  was  last  spring.    But  if  the  man  of  your  house 

didn' t  get  it  done  then,  why  here' s  this  good  month  of  September  all  ready  and 
waiting  for  just  such  pre-winter  jobs. 

Whatever  your  heating  system,  your  furnace  will  work  better  if  it' s 
clean  and  ready  for  business,  the  chimney  flues  and  smoke  pipes  free  of  soot 
and  all  pipes  or  air  ducts  leading  to  the  different  rooms  properly  connected. 
Have  a  look  at  the  furnace  pipes  in  the  cellar.    Do  they  need  asbestos  or  do 
they  need  to  be  painted  to  prevent  rust?    How  about  the  radiators?    You  can  test 
them  for  leaks  by  filling  them  with  v^ater.    Hot  air  registers  will  probably 
need  cleaning  out.    As  for  the  fireplace,  if  you  light  a  fire  in  it  you  can 
see  whether  it  draws  well  and  if  the  flue  is  clean. 

The  chimney  needs  to  have  all  soot  and  crusty  deposit  removed  from  it. 
And  now  is  the  time  to  see  about  any  cracks  or  openings  that  may  have  appeared 
during  the  past  year,  any  recently  developed  peek-holes  that  let  in  the  wind 
and  rain.    Those  you  can  seal  up  with  a  little  cement. 

As  for  the  furnace,  you'll  want  to  clean  out  any  sooty  deposits  that 
may  have  collected  in  the  flue  passage  or  the  smoke  pipe.    Uncle  Ibenezor  uses 
a  wire  brash  especially  made  for  cleaning  such  surfaces.    Ajid  incidentally,  he 
cleans  these  places  at  regular  intervals  during  the  heating  season. 

The  hot  water  boiler.    That' s  likely  to  have  some  sediment  at  the  bottom. 
So  drain  off  the  water  and  remove  the  accumulated  sludge. 

If  you  have  a  hot  water  heater,  you'll  w;int  to  clean  that  out  too 
before  vfinter  sets  in.    A  stiff  brush  will  clean  off  the  heating  coils.  To 
protect  the  burner  underneath  from  the  falling  particles,  lay  a  paper  over  it 
during  the  process. 


Now  about  the  screens  and  awnings  on  the  house.    Of  course,  you  don't 
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want  to  take  out  the  screens  until  the  last  flies  and  mosquitoes  have  dis- 
appeared.   But  Tf/hen  you  do  ta.ke  them  doTO,  orush  them  off  well  before  you  store 
them  and  be  sure  each  screen  and  each  awning  is  numbered  to  correspond  with  the 
window  it  fits.    Lots  easier  to  put  them  up  again  next  spring  if  they  are  marked 
this  way. 

Mony  of  us  wouldn't  dread  winter  if  our  homes  were  better  equipped  to 
stand  cold.    Those  irritating  and  constantly  present  drafts  blowing  in  around 
windows  and  doors,  and  the  uneven  temperature  inside  our  houses,  rather  than 
the  blizzards  outside,  make  winter  unpleasant. 

Yet  that  simple,  old-fashioned  weapon  against  Jack  Frost — the  weather 
strip,  is  often  neglected  in  homes  where  people  suffer  from  drafts.  Weather 
strips  around  doors  and  windows  prevent  a  great  deal  of  heat  leakage  and  so 
cut  down  on  the  fuel  consumed. 

people  living  in  rented  houses  often  dislike  to  spend  money  on  weather 
stripping  for  a  house  they  don't  own.    But  many  times  the  six  to  ten  cents  a 
foot  you  spend  for  the  strips  will  pay  good  dividends  in  comfort.    And  hero' s  an 
economy  idea  about  weather  stripping.    A  friend  of  mine  tells  me  that  a  discarded 
automobile  tire  will  yield  yp.rds  of  excellent  weather  strip  just  for  the  effect 
of  catting  it  into  lengths  and  tacking  it  in  place  with  common  carpet  tacks. 
This  simple  device  for  keeping  warm,  she  says,  will  repay  anyone  in  the  fuel 
saved  and  comfort  obtained. 

A  house  in  a  very  severe  climate  often  needs  storm  entrance  doors  on  the 
north  side  of  the  house  and  possibly  double  windows. 

How  about  your  roof?    Is  it  in  good  condition?    And  are  your  gutter  pipes 
and  leaders  ready  for  the  heavier  rains  and  snowfall.    Do  they  need  painting? 

Another  question  of  winter  health  and  comfort  is  the  proper  amount  of 
moisture  in  the  air.    Sometimes  winter  ills  come  from  a  dry  hot  atmosphere  in 
the  house.    You  can  prevent  such  troubles  by  a  water  tank  attached  to  the  hot- 
air  furnice  or  by  water  receptacles  on  the  back  of  radiators. 

I  haven't  mentioned  the  plumbing  around  the  house.    And  that's  something 
else  that  naeds  looking  after  before  wintev  sets  in.    Look  over  the  various 
pipes  for  leaks  and  replace  any  worn-out  washers  in  the  faucets. 

SpeaZcing  of  leaky  faucets,  I  heard  some  surprising  figures  the  other  day 
about  the  araount  of  water  they  waste.    Engineers  in  the  Department  of  Agriculture 
who  have  been  investigating  the  subject,  say  that  water  leaking  from  a  faucet 
in  a  stream  only  the  size  of  a  common  pin  wastes  about  150  gallons  a  day. 
Something  to  think  about,  isn't  it?    Even  a  lealc  of  only  one  drop  a  second 
wastes  about  4  gallons  a  day.    In  just  such  small  ways  a  lot  of  water  is  often 
wasted  when  the  well  or  spring  on  the  farm  is  low. 

Several  questions  have  come  in  asking  about  putting  away  sujnmer  clothes. 
Dear  me.    Tiiat' s  still  another  September  job. 

Well,  if  your  clothes  are  worth  keeping  for  another  season,  they're  v/orth 
protecting  against  rotting  or  other  deterioration  while  they  are  stored.  Dust, 
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perspiration  n:id  stains  wealcon  the  fi"bres.    Moths  and  othor  insects  are  attract- 
ed "by  soiled  ^'o.rments.    So  for  safe  keeping,  put  the  clothos  away  clean  .xid 
store  them  in  a  cleon,  v/ell-protected  place.    Wash  the  cottons  and  linens,  hut 
don't  starch  them.    You  cnn  pack  them  ai7ay  rough  dry.    Wash  or  clean  silks. 
Because  sharp  creases  may  cause  silk  to  rot,  "better  roll  sillc  garments  in 
tissue  paper  instead  of  folding  them. 

Beside  the  cottons,  linens  and  silks,  white  or  light  colored  summer 
wools  need  care  when  you're  putting  them  away.    Special  care  to  keep  the  moths 
out.    Clean  :hese  wool  garments  thoroughly  and  pack  them  in  moth  proof  con- 
tainers which  range  from  tight  newspaper  wrappings  and  sheets  of  tar  paper  to 
tar-paper  "bai's  and  cedar  chests  or  closets. 

When  you're  putting  away  white  summer  shoes,  he  sure  to  put  them  av/ay 
clean  also.    Spots  and  stains  left  on  all  winter  are  hard  on  the  leather.  After 
you've  cleaned  the  shoes,  apply  a  dressing  to  prevent  hardening  or  parching. 

Shoe  trees  or  tissue  paper  stuffing  help  keep  shoes  in  shape  hut  of 
course  you  don't  want  to  leave  the  shoes  with  trees  that  are  too  stiff  and  may 
stretch  them  out  of  shape. 


Tomorrow  -  "A  Fish  Dinner". 


